SPECIALIST

Circulation

Media Bangkok Post

NEWS CLIPPING

Date July 21, 2006

Page B 12

Section

OOMMUHIGATIQNG ITANDMOBILE TELEPHONE SERVICES

Solution Corner promotes barter

SRISAMORN PHOOSUPHANUSORN

Solution Comer (1998), 2 local software
developer has diversified into e-commerce
in an attempt to reduce the risk of relying
only on the software dmlopmr:m busi-
ness,
Solution Comer, which isllsted onthe
- Market for Alternative Investmegt, has
sét 1ip anew subsidiary, Open Serve (Thai-
lahd), to provide online barter trade ser-
vices in Thailand and Vietnam under the
franchised Ozone and Barter Exchange
neivorks of New Zealand-based XO Lid,
Under the Open Serve platform, 170,000
participaling cormpanies in 15 countries
exchange products znd services through
the networks. Open Serve, acting as a
middiemzn, Chages memoers 3% oftrade
value per transaction.

Chachapong Munchupha, the man-
aging director of Solution Comer and Open

* Serve, said thediversification would create

a new revenue stream and reduce the
risk of relying mainly on the software
business.

. Hesald the company aimed to have at

"least 1,200 members based in Theiland

forthe e-commerce sarvice, with trading
value up to 30 million bzht by the end of
this year.

The number of participants from Thai-
land is projected to reach 5,000 companies
with trade value of 100 million baht next
yeer, and to 10,000 members with 700
million baht in 2008,

Targeted companies are rousin opera-
tors, hotels, software and One Tambon
One Product (OTop) communines.

“SLC expects 120 million baht in rev-

enue this year, up from 100 million [a:
year,” Mr Chachapong said.

Accordingto MrChachapong, itisesti
mated that barter trade worldwide is wort
more than 100 billion baht yearly.

He admitted that barter trade had nc
been very successful in Thailand in th
past due mainly to such constramts 2
high memberfees, a monthly fee require
ment and lmuted access to frade acros
borders

With Open Serve's network platforr
and no monthly fee payment, participant
can explore business opportunitics an
exchange goods and services across bol
ders. The-company is offering free regis
tering fee for the first 2,000 companie
who sign up for the services,

Shares of Solutlon Corner (SLC) la:
traded on Wednesday at 2.78 baht.'




